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To Whom It May Concern:
Participation on the debate team is one of the most valuable activities available to students today. Involvement profoundly changed the direction of my life and countless experiences that I have seen or have been related to me suggest that the chain of causality is strong: debate produces individuals prepared to be successful in a way that little else can. Debate has several benefits: 
· College admissions: debate builds your resume in a way that distinguishes yourself from other candidates, demonstrates a commitment to academic pursuits, increases the attractiveness of a student for institutions that field competitive debate teams, and may earn scholarships that are reserved for debaters. 
· Research: debate uniquely develops college-level research skills and exposes high school students to the rigorous preparation required to succeed in college and graduate or law schools. Several recent studies have suggested that this effect is not matched by comparable activities.
· Travel: debate teams compete locally, regionally, and nationally. This allows students to travel to other states and schools, which is fun and creates enduring peer-networks across the country. College debaters have international travel opportunities. For example, UGA has an on-going debate series with Oxford University and debaters from Russia.
· Debate is fun: students love the competitive element and become close friends with other members of the debate team.  

Overall, I strongly feel that debate should be a part of any students’ high school experience. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about debate in Georgia or at the University of Georgia specifically. 
Sincerely,
Casey Harrigan

Head Coach, Georgia Debate Union

harrigan@uga.edu
Terrell Hall • Athens, Georgia 30602-1725 

An Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action Institution

[image: image1.jpg]